
Math can be tricky — especially when you apply it to life. 
At first glance, adding onto something appears to give 
you more. But it's also true that sometimes less is more. 
So what's the answer when it comes to adding onto your 
home? Will an addition really give you more? Or will it 
take away from your home? In our opinion, this is the fine 
balance that a good remodeler must achieve.  

Cost Versus Value
Every year, Remodeling Magazine releases their Cost vs. 
Value Report, which compares the current construction 
costs of the top remodeling projects to the resale value 
that can be recouped by the current market. In our re-
gion, the cost-value ratio is up for all remodeling projects. 
Additions in particular vary based on the type of remodel.

For example, a family room remodel is a popular, but 
also high cost addition. Yet it's still a good value, recoup-
ing almost 70% of initial costs. On the other hand, a deck 
or screened porch is more budget friendly and recoups 
nearly 90% depending on the materials used. 

Keep in mind this is an immediate return on investment. 
If you're likely to live in your home for more than five 

years, that value will continue to rise. And you have to 
consider your cost of living may be lower if you invest in 
energy-efficient fixtures and construction. Energy efficient 
windows and appliances can minimize the cost of an ad-
dition by reducing energy bills.  

Adding Without Taking Away
An addition can drastically change the way a house 
looks from the road or yard. If it isn’t well planned, the 
new space can look like it doesn’t belong. Working with 
a good designer ensures the addition will look as if it 
was part of the original design, and not an afterthought.

Also, local zoning laws or setbacks may prohibit some of 
your addition plans. The last thing you want is unexpected 
legal fees or costs for violation of municipal codes.

An experienced, certified professional remodeler will be 
able to guide you through 
this tricky math equation to 
ensure you add the most 
value and avoid unwanted 
costs and future problems. 

How to add onto your home — without taking anything away
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The main reason for an addition is that something is missing in your life. You need 
more room, or you need a space for something. The main thing we hear people say 
after completing these projects is that the new addition becomes the focus of their 
house. It's where they live. That's where the value of quality of life comes in. 

If you're considering additional living space in your home, ask yourself if there is a 
space or room big enough for you and your family to “live.” If not, that’s a good 
reason for an addition. You can easily increase both the actual square footage of 
your home and the feeling of space with an addition. For example, some additions 
have vaulted ceilings, so they create a feeling of openness. 

Or you can build a smaller addition for a place to feel cozy. Larger homes with open 
floor plans can often feel too grand or even empty. A small sunroom with warmer 
materials and colors can create a comfortable place for the family to sit in the sun 
and gather together. 

And if you feel like your family spends too much time indoors, screened porches 
are an excellent way to extend your living space to the outdoors. Many homes 
in the New River Valley have beautiful views of the surrounding mountains and 
natural landscape. Take advantange of nature in your backyard with a three season 
screened porch that allows for balmy summer days and cozy fall evenings by the fire. 

Whatever your needs are, an addition can certainly add more value to your life. 
More time with family, more memories with friends, more relaxing moments and 
more enjoyment of the place you call home.     

THE VALUE
of quality of life

exterior

Addit ions add va lue to your home. 
But what about the every day va lue 

an addit ion can br ing?

WANT TO SEE MORE ADDITIONS? 
CHECK OUT OUR PORTFOLIO:

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
BLUERIDGEHOMEIMPROVEMENT



Because you're adding square footage 
and upgrading features, an addition 
will most likely raise your home’s 
value. While it won’t affect your taxes 
right away, it could raise your property 
taxes when you get a new assessment. 
Homeowners should also contact their 
insurance agent to ensure their policy 
covers the full value of the home and 
the addition.

questions to 

additions
In our last newsletter, we featured exterior 
photos of a three-season screened porch 
that we created for a client. Now we have 
the finished photos of the interior!

Unlike a kitchen, an addition is a 
remodel the whole neighborhood 
can see. Ensure your design complies 
with any HOA guidelines and will not 
interfere with any of your neighbors' 
rights, such as right of way, light or 
property lines.

WILL IT 
AFFECT MY 
TAXES?

Before you begin designing or 
remodeling, you should check 
municipal codes to see if your dream 
addition is even legally allowed. 
For example, local zoning laws or 
setbacks may prohibit some of your 
plans.

NEED HELP WITH 
THESE QUESTIONS?

WILL THE 
NEIGHBORS 
LIKE IT?

WE CAN HELP. CALL 
US TODAY FOR A 
CONSULTATION.

FOLLOW-UP
project

TOP & BOTTOM: Outdoor living at its best! The homeowners have enjoyed this 
space for family dinners, reading a book and hosting social gatherings. INSET: 
The windchime that started the whole project!

WILL IT BE  
COMPLIANT?



solution
Create a space that 
can grow with you 
and your budget. Start 
with the most afford-
able option, which is  
a covered deck. You'll 
create an outdoor 
space with shelter 
from the sun.  When 
you're ready, you can 
upgrade to a screened 
porch to keep the ele-
ments out. Then you 
can invest in a three 
season enclosed 
porch with a fireplace. 
And finally work up 
to a full fledged sun-
room addition. ar
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Need a  
Sunroom On 

a Budget

problem
You want to add a sun-
room addition, but your 
budget doesn’t allow for 
it right now. How do you 
get the extra space you're 
craving without breaking 
the bank?

covered deck screened porch

3 season porch sunroom


